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Board of Directors’ Special Meeting Minutes 
October 16, 2013 

 
Present:   President Alan Ackley, Clerk Nancy Beckwith, Directors Randy Ackley, Peter Legnos, 
Deborah Monteiro, Kenneth Richards, Ronald Yuhas, Chief Todd Paige, Deputy Chief Curt Floyd 
and Attorney Glenn Carberry 
  
Absent: Vice President Gary Bertman, Treasurer Thomas Santacroce, Administrative Assistant 
Jamie Muhlack 
 
At 7:02 p.m.  President Ackley announced the call to order with the time, date and place.  At this 
time, Mr. Ackley appointed the District’s legal counsel, Attorney Glenn Carberry, to moderate the 
meeting. 
 
Attorney Carberry explained the purpose of the special meeting and the procedure to be followed. 
He noted that under Connecticut state statutes, additional expenditures by the District required 
the authorization of the District’s voters. However, state statutes and the District’s ordinances do 
not require that a public hearing be held, so it was up to the Board of Directors to determine the 
extent to which public comment would take place prior to the vote. Since the Board had decided 
only to make a presentation on the proposed budget and conduct the vote, no public comment 
was planned as specified in the notice.    
 
Attorney Carberry further informed the voters that no amendment to increase the budget would 
be permitted as it would require additional taxes and expenditures that were not included in the 
notice for a special meeting, and be out of order.  Attorney Carberry requested that Clerk Nancy 
Beckwith read the public notice that was published in The Day Paper, October 6, 2013.   The 
public notice stated that the meeting was called for the purposes of allowing a presentation from 
the Board of Directors or its designee on a proposal to increase the amount budgeted and 
expended by the Fire District during the 2013/2014 fiscal year from $3.5 million to $4.6 million 
dollars without increasing the tax assessed on District taxpayers and without issuing a 
supplemental tax bill, and for voting on the proposal.    
 
Attorney Carberry next stated that the Board’s presentation was in the form of a handout 
describing the background of the monies and summary of issues which had been given to each 
voter as they registered for the meeting.  He next suggested that the assembly consider  a five 
minute recess so that the voters had an ample time to read the handout. 
 
MOTION:  Nancy Beckwith moved, Peter Legnos seconded to allow a five minute recess for the 
purpose of allowing the voters ample time to read the summary of issues handed to them upon 
entering the meeting room. Motion passed by a voice vote. The recess began at 7:10 pm.   
 
At 7:15 pm, Attorney Carberry reconvened the meeting and provided a clarification on public 
comment.  He stated that the Board of Directors had determined that once a  Motion to approve 
the proposal  had been initiated, the Public would be permitted to ask questions of the Board of 
Directors or of the Fire Chief.   
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MOTION:  Nancy Beckwith moved to approve the proposal to increase the amount budgeted and 
expended by the Fire District during the 2013/2014 Fiscal Year from $3.5 million to $4.6 million 
dollars without increasing the tax assessed on District taxpayers and without issuing a 
supplemental tax bill. Peter Legnos seconded the motion.  
 
Voter Maryellen French expressed her concern to the Board on the cuts made to training in 
efforts to reduce spending, asking “Don’t they need training?”  Chief Paige replied that the Fire 
Fighters were still receiving any training that they needed to maintain certifications and that the 
primary cut being proposed was for outside training classes.  
 
With no more questions from the Voters, Attorney Carberry appointed Directors Monteiro and 
Legnos as tellers and called for a vote by a show of hands.   The Motion to approve the $4.6 
million in expenditures passed (28-2) 
 
Voter John Parfitt then asked to be recognized  and  made a motion stating, “in the event that the 
approved funding is insufficient to prevent a reduction in services, including but not limited to: 
personnel (layoffs), closing the Fort Hill Fire Station, and elimination of Fire Alarm services; the 
Poquonnock Bridge Fire District Board of Directors shall call a Special meeting of the voters to 
request additional funding sufficient to prevent those reductions, shall levy a tax accordingly, and 
issue a supplemental tax bill to the taxpayers.  
 
Attorney Carberry thanked Mr.  Parfitt for his motion, but ruled that his motion t was out of order 
for a special meeting since the agenda of the meeting was limited to the items specified in the 
notice. He was advised to bring that subject to a regular scheduled monthly meeting. 
 
MOTION:  At 7:25 PM it was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED to adjourn.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
/s/ 
Nancy E. Beckwith, Clerk 
Poquonnock Bridge Fire District 
 


